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es abllshed by

the lﬁalslat re in Chapter”go 2737,

has stressed the importance of developing procedures for coor-
dinating the delivery of services so as to prevent persons from cne
family being invelved in £family law matters before two or more
judges; and

WHEREAS the Florida Supreme Court, by Order 77,623, has

required each judicial circuit to adopt a local rule to accomplish
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the State of Florida in caseload per judge; and

WHEREAS the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit is comprised of six
counties, mostly rural and semi-rural, and is served by seven
circuit judges; and

WHEREAS five of the counties in this circuit are of such
limited population that a circuit judge is not required on a full-
time basis to meet all of the needs of the circuilt court in such
counties; and

WHEREAS only Bay County is of sufficient populatlon so as to

require more than one c1rcu1t judge to handle Il Clrcult Court-'m

matters; and



- WHERWAS tné| demands 'of Bay County require the assignment of:
two (2) full-time circuit judges to handle criminal cases exclu-
sively, and one (1) circuit judge to handle all juvenile matters,

w1th the juvenlle judge hav1ng tlmn to handle other civil matters,

~1nc1ud1ng famlly law mattersr and
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Law Division to best serve its particular area, and that geography,

population, and available facilities are all factors which must be
considered in tailoring a Family Law Division to meet the needs of
a particular circuit; and

WHEREAS after full consideration of all the foregoing matters
and a full consideration of the needs of all the citizens of the

Fourteenth Judicial Clrcult as well as the lawyers and judges, be

RESOLVED by the judqes of theAFourteenth Judicial Cireuit;fﬁetrﬁj
a Family Law Division in this circuit shall be established in the
manner specified hereafter. In all counties of this circuit, there
shall be established a means to ccocrdinate family law matters that
affect one family, all as established in the following manner:

1. In Holmes and Washington counties, one circuit judge is
assigned to handle all circuit matters, including all family
matters. In Jackson and Calhoun counties, one circuit judge is
assigned to handle all circuit matters, including all family

- matters.. .

In. Gulf County, one_circuit judge is assigned to.handle . -:.:

all circuit matters; that judge is also assigned to the Family Law
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judges 1n the1r respectlve countles.

_involving the same family, so_that all matters pending in. Circult

DlVlSlon An. Bay County..“Such judges aSSlgnedjto'the-flve“smalke
counties shall utilize mediation services and parental educatlon/
divorce programs developed by the Family ILaw Division of Bay

County, as lS deemed approprlate in the cases assigned to such

judges, with at least seventy percent (70%) of their caseload in

Bay County consisting of family law matters, and one juvenile
division judge assigned to ail juvenile matters. Further, division
assignments shall be amended or made by the administrative Order of
the Chief Judge, as set forth below.

3. In all counties and all divisions of +the Fourteenth

Jud1c1al Clrcult the manner of aSSLgnment of judges shall be by

in any one division or county A All circuit judge aésiénments shall
pe for a two-year term.

4. The 7judges of the Family Law Division shall prepare
uniform forms and orders to the extent practicable, and such other
uniform procedures as they shall deem necessary to facilitate the
orderly and efficient handling of famil? law cases.

5. The Administrative Judge of the Family Law Division shall
be appointed by the chief Judge. The Administrative Judge shall be

responsible for controlling the assignment of different cases

Court at any one time involving two or more family members shall be




. ---handled by one judga[:—if any case Or cases a551gned to the Famlly
lLaw Division as specified above involve a child who is the subject
of a dependency proceeding, such case or cases shall be assigned to
the Juvenile Division for future proceedings during the pendency_of

. such juvenlle matters The Admlnlstrat1VE Judge shall obtaln 1n—i ;.;»

i  format1on from the Clerk Df Clrcult Court and Court Admlnlstrator sﬂ

?Offlces concernlng pendlng Baker Act Marchman Act proceedlngs andr

any criminal cases, including active probation or community control
supervision, and provide that information to the judge assigned to
the Family Law Division case, as specified above. If there is a
pending dissolution action, any enforcement of a domestic violence
injunction which was entered prior to the dissolution case being
filed =hall be heard by the Family Law Judge assigned to the
dlssolutlon case 1if that judge iz different than the Family Law
Dlv151on judge that heard the domestic Vlolence case. ”

6. The Administrative Family Law Judge shall be responsible.
for developing a mediation program and Parent Education-Divorce/
Ccustody Program to be available for the Family Law Division judges,
as well as the judges assigned to Holmes, Washington, Jackson,
calhoun, and Gulf counties. All judges involved in family law
matters in the circuit shall have input in such programs.

7. In order to adequately and efficiently establish a suc-—
cessful Family Law Division, adequate funding must be available to
provide court support units. Specifically, a circuit-wide Family
Law Coordinator is needed to meet the needs of coordination of the

families and the Court. The Fourteenth Judicial Circuit is also in



need of funding for hearing officers to handle URESA'and-HRS;Child.ian}¢~$d

Support cases for the six counties.
8. All emergency hearings in family law for all counties
shall be handled on an emergency basis by the judge to whom the

case 1s assigned. Should the a551gned judge not ‘be avallable, the~

case shall be handled by the duty judge or any CerUlt or Actlngd

9. The jurisdiction of the Family Law Division shall include
dissolution of marriage, simplified dissolution of marriage, child
custody and support, URESA, domestic violence, repeat violence,
name changes, adoptions, paternity suits, parental responsibility,
separate maintenance, annulment, modification proceedings, and
juvenile delinquency and dependency proceedings.

10. The Court Administrator's Office of the Fourteenth
Judicial Circuit shali monitor the assignment of these cases and
make monthly reports to the Administrative Family Law Judge and
Chief Judge in order for the Chief Judge to make appropriate ad-
justments in the caseload assignments to maintain approximate
equality among the judges.

The foregoing Rule shall amend Local Rule 92-04, which did not
specifically provide for a Family Law Division. This Rule shall
be implemented by the judges of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit on

July 1, 1993, if approved by the Supreme Court of Florida.
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PHILIP J. KNIGHT, County Judge

ROBERT EARL BROWN, County Judge

DAVID L. TAUNTON, County Judge
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