
 

 

Benchmarks 
NEW CHIEF JUDGE ELECTED 

Circuit Judge Christopher N. Patterson has been selected by his fellow 
judges to serve as Chief Judge for the Florida Fourteenth Judicial 
Circuit.  His term as Chief Judge 
began July 1, 2019.  Judge 
Patterson was elected as Circuit 
Judge November 2010, 
commissioned January 4, 2011, and 
re-elected in 2016.   

 

Judge Patterson was admitted to 
practice law in 1985, and has been 
board certified for over 20 years by 
the Florida Bar Board of Legal 
Specialization.  His experience in 
private practice includes federal, 
state, and military courts. 

 

In 2017, Judge Patterson was 
honored as the Judge of the Year by 
the Florida Bar Law Related Education Committee for his efforts 
supporting Justice Teaching Initiatives.  Additionally, he is a faculty 
member and Education Committee member for the Florida Conference 
of Circuit Judges.  Judge Patterson is also a member of the Florida Bar 
Speakers’ Bureau, and Florida Bar Criminal Law Section.  

 

Judge Patterson has served as Criminal Law/Administrative Law Judge 
for Jackson, Calhoun, Gulf, Holmes and Washington Counties.  He has 
served as Family Law Administrative Judge for the 14

th
 Circuit.  Judge 

Patterson is a member of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit Bench Bar and 
Professionalism Committee.    
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“An essential part of Veterans Treatment Court is the addition of volunteer 
veteran mentors to assist their fellow veterans with a wide array of support.” 

The Veterans Treatment Court 

(VTC) is a court program 

designed specifically for US 

military veterans including Active 

Duty, National Guard, and 

Reserve charged with 

misdemeanor or felony offenses.  

Eligible participants also struggle 

with  addiction, serious mental 

illnesses and/or co-occurring 

disorders that may be a result of 

their military and/or combat 

service.   

Some veterans returning home 

from war, particularly those with 

untreated substance abuse or 

mental health illnesses, find it 

difficult to integrate back into the 

community, and this can 

sometimes lead to criminal 

activity.  VTC is a 12—18 month 

program that provides a means to 

divert eligible veteran participants 

from the traditional justice system 

and provide them support and 

rehabilitation through 

comprehensive treatment and 

other services. 

An essential part of VTC is the 

addition of volunteer veteran 

mentors to assist their fellow 

veterans with a wide array of 

support.  Veteran mentors 

volunteer their time and energy to 

provide peer support, and their 

interaction with the participant, 

including a supportive relationship 

maintained throughout the 

program, increases the likelihood 

the participant will remain in 

treatment  and improves the 

chances of success. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE TCA 

VETERANS TREATMENT COURT 

Shonta Covington, Veterans 

Treatment Court and Therapeutic 

Justice Court Manager 
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It’s been almost ten months since Hurricane Michael paid us a visit, and 

it has been a trying ten months for many of us at work and also at home.  

We still have a long way to go to get back to normal, and I know it’s 

been difficult for many.  Through all of this I’ve been very impressed with 

how everyone has pulled together to go above and beyond to ensure we 

accomplish our mission to protect rights and liberties, uphold and 

interpret the law, and provide for peaceful resolutions of disputes. 

It’s clear that you take your job seriously and understand the impact of 

what you do has on the lives of individuals.  I sincerely appreciate each 

of you and the work that you do.  Your dedication to your job and the 

compassion you have for each other is amazing. 



 

EMPLOYEE 

APPRECIATION 

LUNCHEON 

 

On Wednesday, July 

17th, Chief Judge 

Christopher N. Patterson, 

along with other judges of 

the Fourteenth Judicial 

Circuit, hosted a circuit-

wide employee 

appreciation luncheon 

which was held at the 

Bay County Courthouse.  

Many of the staff and 

judges enjoyed a good 

meal and fellowship with 

one another. 

“The food was delicious, 

and it was a great time to 

sit and meet with 

everyone. I am thankful to 

the judges for being so 

thoughtful to put an 

appreciation luncheon 

together for us,” stated 

Susan Sowell, Bay 

County Judges’ 

Receptionist.   

The summer employee 

appreciation luncheon 

was started by former 

Chief Judge Elijah Smiley 

and has become a much 

anticipated event each 

year. 
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Recently, we’ve been hearing a lot about ransomware. What is it 

exactly?  Ransomware is malicious software, also known as malware, 

that an attacker puts on a victim’s computer to prevent the victim from 

gaining access to files and data.  Then a ransom is demanded for the 

victim to pay in order to restore access. 

Just last month, Lake City was targeted with ransomware that crippled 

most all of their computer systems for two weeks.  A negotiated ransom 

with the city’s insurance provider was paid in 42 bitcoins totaling 

approximately $500,000.  Another recent victim was the Georgia 

Administrative Office of the Courts. 

While our technology staff work with others statewide to address this 

possible threat, there are things you can do as well.   

1) Be very careful when you get an email with an attachment you did 

not ask for.   

2) Be cautious clicking on links in 

emails as well as attachments. 

3)  If there is a .zip file in the 

attachment, do not click on it but 

delete the whole email.   

4)   Look for misspelled words in 

the email or subject line.  

5) Delete anything you think is 

suspicious.  

Sources:  www.csoonline.com and www.zdnet.com 

RANSOMWARE 
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Due to the damage of courthouse facilities 

caused by Hurricane Michael, much of our 

judges and staff in Bay and Jackson Counties 

are still housed in alternate facilities.  In Jackson 

County, the circuit court and staff are housed in 

an office building a few blocks away on Clinton 

Street having to use plastic tables and chairs for 

office furniture.  In addition to office space, a 

large room is used as a civil courtroom.  All in-

custody criminal proceedings are done at the jail 

for circuit and county court, and most out-of-

custody proceedings are held at the Agriculture 

Center a few miles away.  Serious criminal trials 

have to be moved to Washington County for 

security reasons.   

The Jackson County Courthouse courtroom and 

office renovations on the south side had already 

been planned to start at the beginning of 2019.  

Since the second floor occupants (circuit court) 

were already displaced due to the hurricane, it 

was decided to proceed with the renovations.  

Those renovations should be complete in 

August.  However, repairing the damage caused 

to the north offices and hallways by the 

hurricane has taken longer to start thus pushing 

back the date the circuit judge and staff can 

reoccupy the second floor.  Jackson County did 

receive $1 million from the legislature July 1 to 

pay for hurricane repairs, which will also include 

installation of a sprinkler system throughout the 

entire courthouse.  

In Bay County, the third floor and roof of the 

main courthouse were significantly damaged, 

along with the Court Administration annex 

building.  Approximately 40 judges and staff had 

to be relocated.  The county judges and judicial 

assistants, law clerks, court reporters, case 

management, court administration, technology, 

and teen court staff were housed in circuit 

judges’ chambers, hallways, and jury rooms.  

This relocation lasted for a month, and then 

most were moved to portable buildings for four 

trying months.  Our latest relocation has been to 

the old detention facility at 225 McKenzie 

Avenue.  Since much of the furniture was 

damaged by the storm, most employees are 

using the cubicles left over from the portable 

buildings as desks. 

In addition, the Bay County juvenile judges, 

magistrate, hearing officer, and staff have 

moved from the Juvenile Justice Courthouse 

into the main courthouse on the second floor.  

Due to the lack of courtroom space lost from the 

inability to use the Juvenile Courthouse, most 

child support, dependency, and family law 

hearings are held at the Government Center 

several blocks away.  The County has 

contracted with the federal government to use 

the Juvenile Courthouse as the new Federal 

Courthouse, so a new Juvenile Courthouse will 

be built adjoining the main courthouse complex. 

Our latest timeline for Bay County is the 

replacement of the roof will start in August and 

end in December.  No timeline has been offered 

for the renovation of the 3
rd

 floor.  The old Clerk 

Finance building and the Court Administration 

building are slated for demolition in August.  

Plans to move forward on the new Juvenile 

Courthouse have begun, and the selection 

committee has been tasked to choose an 

architect/contractor team.  The proposed site of 

the new Juvenile Courthouse is the site of the 

“old” Court Administration annex building. 

 

 

FACILITIES UPDATE 



 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

The Florida Department of Management Services has launched 

a Statewide Travel Management System (STMS) for officers 

and employees to seek travel authorizations (TAR’s) and submit 

travel vouchers electronically.  The new process will eliminate all 

paper forms, and it will allow traveler to track the status of 

pending reimbursements.  The judicial branch is deploying in 

phases, starting with OSCA.  Trial courts are projected to start 

using the system in the fall.  Our circuit’s point of contact is Telena Thompson.  You can learn more 

about the system at bit.ly/StateTravelSystem.  

Since our last newsletter, we have had several new 

employees join our team.  They are: 

 

Hon. Dustin Stephenson, Circuit Judge (Jan 2019) 

Belinda Causey, Judicial Assistant (Jan 2019) 

Janice Jones, Court Reporter (Mar 2019) 

Tori Roland, Program Assistant for Mediation (Jul 2019) 

NEW STATEWIDE TRAVEL MANAGEMENT 

SYSTEM 

Newsletter Committee 

 

Robyn Gable 

Sarah Pearce 

 

If you have any information 

you would like to have 

included in the next issue of 

Benchmarks, please contact 

Robyn Gable at 

gabler@jud14.flcourts.org 
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RETIREMENTS 

On July 31st, Frankie Hall will be retiring from the State 

Courts System.  Frankie is 

Judicial Assistant to Circuit 

Judge Brantley Clark.  We 

will miss Frankie, but we 

know she will enjoy being 

with her family and 

grandchildren, and we wish 

her the very best. 

Ann Nelson will be moving 

from her county position to 

serve as Judge Clark’s new JA. 

 

    www.jud14.flcourts.org 

 

https://www.dms.myflorida.com/agency_administration/statewide_travel_management_system
https://twitter.com/14thJudicialFL
https://www.instagram.com/14thjudicialfl/


 

 

On April 24
th
, Florida Supreme Court Chief 

Justice Charles Canady issued a proclamation 

declaring July 2019 to be Opioid Awareness 

Month within the State Court System. Chief 

Justice Canady stated: “It is incumbent upon 

judges and court staff members, particularly 

those serving in problem-solving courts and 

family courts, to understand the basics of 

addiction and its impact on the brain, the 

standard for treatment of opioid use disorder, 

and legal implications and court responses to 

individuals with this disorder.” 

The need for education and awareness is clear; 

Florida is experiencing an opioid crisis. We 

know that this epidemic is more than a public 

health issue.   The Courts have a frontline view 

of the devastating impact that the opioid 

epidemic is having on our State, destroying 

futures and families.   At some point, most 

people with opioid use disorder end up in court.  

Perhaps they have been arrested for stealing to 

feed their habit or been deemed unfit parents.  

Whatever the reason, the justice system is now 

the primary referral source for addiction 

treatment in the country.   Whether in a criminal 

court, family court or problem - solving court, 

the Courts have a role in combating this crisis, 

ensuring that people with opioid use disorder 

get the treatment they need.  

In an effort to educate the public and our justice

-system partners, Circuit Judge Dustin 

Stephenson and Problem-Solving Court 

Manager, Shonta Covington facilitated an 

Opioid Awareness Forum on July 26th.  

Speakers from the community provided a 

wealth of information regarding opioid addiction, 

available treatments, and the need to work 

collaboratively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured left to right:  Kimberly Gandy (Treatment Center of 

Panama City), Ann Wing (Big Bend Community-Based Care), 

Glenda Hanna (Gulf Coast State College Nursing Program), 

Judge Dustin Stephenson, and Shonta Covington 

OPIOID AWARENESS MONTH 
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